
 
President Meegan and members of the AIA Ohio Emerging Professionals Jury: 
 
It is my distinct pleasure to nominate Erin Reilly-Sanders, PhD, AIA for the 2024 AIA 
Ohio Emerging Professionals Award. Erin and I first met as part of AIA Ohio’s lobby 
day at the Statehouse several years ago. Erin impressed me with her ability to easily 
connect with legislators and educate them regarding the importance and relevance of 
the profession’s priority issues. Her presence makes our lobbying efforts much more 
effective and I look forward to working with her on advocacy efforts of increasing 
scale and importance at the local, state, and national level. 
 
Erin works diligently to influence communities, inspire architects, and advocate for a 
better world. As an AIA leader, Erin has initiated projects which transform our 
understanding of sustainability. Many of her efforts demonstrate the potential for 
design to transform, elevate the public’s awareness of pathways to a sustainable 
future, and build climate action champions. Of note is her work with the Columbus 
Climate Action Plan working groups, connecting knowledgeable AIA leaders with 
community activists, government officials, and policy makers.  
 
As a practitioner, Erin’s research in visual literacy improves design outcomes for her 
clients. This sets her apart from other architects. She helps design teams more 
effectively explore creative solutions, seek new information, and share concepts. On 
many projects, she actively leads a community engagement process which enriches 
the design and educates users.  As a result, her designs transcend simple form-
making and reveal the possibilities associated with a more just and sustainable future.  
 
Erin embodies the spirit of an emerging generation of architects who are leading 
through service. Erin is a design champion, activist, and an educational resource. She 
has shaped a career which is influencing peers and shifting society’s understanding of 
the architect’s role. For these reasons and many more, I strongly encourage you to 
recognize Erin Reilly-Sanders, PhD, AIA with the 2024 AIA Ohio Emerging 
Professionals Award.  
 
Yours very truly, 
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June 28, 2024 

 

AIA Ohio 

Attn: AIA Ohio Awards Committee 

400 W. Wilson Bridge Road, Ste 120 

Worthington, OH 43085 

Dear Members of the Awards Committee, 

It is my honor to support the application of Erin Reilly-Sanders, PhD, AIA, for the AIA Ohio Emerging 

Professional Award. Erin’s dedication to sustainability, visual literacy, and service within the architectural 

profession makes her an outstanding candidate. 

Erin’s commitment to sustainability is evident through her significant work on the Solar Decathlon. As 

Fabrication Project Manager, she educated a national audience on clean energy techniques and 

demonstrated how a solar-powered house can conserve resources and optimize energy production. Her role 

included mentoring students from various disciplines, enhancing their understanding of architecture, and 

the emotional impact of visual literacy. 

In her recent advocacy efforts, Erin has made a substantial impact at local, regional, and state levels. As chair 

of the AIA Columbus Committee on the Environment (COTE) and a chapter board member, she has 

organized educational initiatives, met with state legislators, and presented at conferences, promoting 

sustainability within the architectural community. She most recently organized a series of 2030 Commitment 

workshops, educating hundreds of architects and designers. Erin's approaching term as president in 2026 

promises to push sustainability issues and professional advocacy to the forefront of the chapter.   

Erin’s work in visual literacy expands the influence of architecture. As one of the few registered architects 

with a cross-disciplinary doctorate, she explores how picture books can both limit and innovate architectural 

possibilities. She coauthored a chapter on graphic novels in Charlotte Huck’s Children’s Literature, advancing 

visual literacy education. 

Erin’s service to the profession is exemplary. She actively engages the public, making architecture accessible 

to those historically excluded. Her initiatives include supporting architectural registration, visiting schools 

with underrepresented demographics, and addressing accessibility issues in architectural critiques. 

Erin Reilly-Sanders embodies the qualities of an emerging professional who significantly impacts 

architecture through service, sustainability, and visual literacy. She is a deserving candidate for this award.  

Graciously submitted, 

 
Hannah Evwaraye, AIA 

AIA Columbus President, 2024 

















 

5875 Trinity Parkway, Suite 140, Centreville, Virginia 20120

Direct: +1 404.520.6191 / parsons.com

June 20, 2024 

Jury Chair 

AIA Ohio Emerging Professional Award 

 

Subject: AIA Ohio Emerging Professional Award Recommendation for Erin Reilly-Sanders, PhD, AIA 

Dear Jury Chair, 

I am delighted to recommend Erin Reilly-Sanders for the AIA Ohio Emerging Professional Award. I’ve had the pleasure of 

working with Erin through AIA Columbus on both the Committee on the Environment (COTE) and the Board of Directors. 

I’ve also collaborated with her on a presentation and conference paper for the national 2022 AIA/Association of 

Collegiate Schools of Architecture (ACSA) Intersections Research Conference, as well as attended one of her talks at the 

local DesignColumbus 2020 conference. Through these experiences, I’ve observed her exceptional advocacy and service 

to advance the profession of architecture through education and visual literacy, by encouraging diverse voices, and by 

enhancing the broader community through sustainability initiatives. 

During her work as Chair of COTE and extending through her current position as Treasurer on the Board of Directors, I 

have observed Erin to be exceptionally adept at encouraging diverse points of view, especially from those who are 

typically marginalized. She synthesizes the many and varied ideas generated from Committee or Board discussions to 

offer actionable and effective strategies for AIA Columbus to implement. She is able to focus our efforts on the big picture 

and with AIA goals in mind, all rooted in advancing the profession and enhancing the community.  

During our collaboration on a presentation and conference paper, titled “Towards an Accessible Crit: Disability and 

Diversity in Architectural Reviews,” for the 2022 AIA/ASCA Intersections Research Conference, I discovered another one 

of Erin’s strengths – her ability to think through ideas critically and to simplify complex concepts making them accessible 

to a broader audience. Erin offered pedagogical theory to transform the architecture crit into one that is accessible, 

merging her experiences in architecture, both as student and professional, with her Doctorate in Education.  

Through these distinct experiences, I’ve learned that Erin’s strengths are rooted in her unique background as both 

educator and architect. These are foundational elements that allow her passion for transforming the world to shine 

beyond the immediate reach.  

Erin’s presentation for the DesignColumbus 2020 conference, titled “Catching Up Columbus,” simplified technical 

concepts in sustainability and data into accessible and actionable strategies for implementation in practice, not just for 

projects with identifiable sustainability goals, like LEED certification, but for any project. It is through the efforts of 

architects like Erin that the local building industry can begin to understand the necessity of sustainability beyond a 

voluntary certification. These are the kind of efforts that move our profession towards achieving the rigorous AIA 2030 

Commitment goal of net zero emissions. 

In a similar vein, one of Erin’s building projects, Hocking Hills State Park Lodge, is a beautiful example of a sustainable 

building that educates visitors and fosters the human-nature connection, both of which reach beyond the architect-

project relationship and beyond the building footprint to engage all visitors in the work of sustainability. This project 

exemplifies the kind of architect that Erin is and the reach she has to transform our world into one that is resilient and 

better for all. 

I am confident that Erin will continue to build on her unique skill set to better our communities. I recommend Erin for the 

AIA Ohio Emerging Professional Award with the greatest enthusiasm and no reservations. 

Sincerely, 

 
Johnna S. Keller, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C, LFA, WELL AP, Fitwel Amb, EcoDistricts AP, ENV SP 

Principal Sustainability & Resilience Engineer 





 

 
 
June 27, 2024 
 
To:  2024 AIA Ohio Emerging Professionals Award Jury  

American Institute of Architects Ohio Board of Directors 
From: Bettie Parsons Barger, PhD 
Re:  Reference Letter for Erin Reilly-Sanders 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 It is honor to serve as a reference for Erin Reilly-Sanders’ portfolio for the 2024 AIA Ohio 
Emerging Professionals Award. For the past 14 years, I have had the pleasure of working with Erin in the 
field of children’s literature. Two examples highlighted in this letter include her dissertation focus 
(Drawing Outside the Bounds: Tradition and Innovation in Depictions of the House in Children’s 
Picturebook) and our collaboration as co-authors of Charlotte Huck’s Children’s Literature: A Brief 
Guide.  

During our first quarter at Ohio State University, I was surprised to learn that Erin worked as an 
architect while pursuing a Ph.D. in children’s literature. What could those two fields possibly have in 
common? It did not take long for me to view children’s literature through her eyes - those who see the 
world through lines, angles, and structures, through accessibility and equity. 

Erin often brought our discussions, both in and out of class, to the importance of how 
picturebooks depicted buildings, neighborhoods, and characters. She challenged our colleagues to think 
about Rudine Sims Bishop’s (1991) idea children’s literature serving as mirrors (children need to see their 
lives reflected in books) and windows (children need to see the lives of others reflected in books) in terms 
of settings. She asked questions that encouraged us to look more deeply at pictures. Have you noticed 
how many houses show picketed fences? Why do you think the illustrator selected to paint single-family 
houses when the text implies apartment buildings? Questions she asked piqued our curiosity in how 
children might view, and internalize, settings in children’s literature. What happens when children do not 
see their communities represented in literature? Erin’s inquiries made me realize how I often I overlooked 
these details in picturebooks because they reflected experiences similar to my own. She pushed us all to 
examine visual literacy in terms of equity.  

The more I worked with, and learned from Erin, the more I noticed this interesting intersection of 
architecture and children’s literature. Her passion for the visual elements of picturebooks extended 
beyond the settings. Erin’s understanding of the elements of design (e.g., line, color, shape, perspective) 
impacted how she interpreted and described the aesthetic appeal of picturebooks. As we worked on the 
Huck textbook, 2nd – 4th editions, our team relied heavily on her expertise to ensure we were teaching 
adults (future teachers and caregivers) how to “read” pictures, so that they could help children learn the 
same skills. Her contributions emphasize the importance of teaching children about visual literacy.  

Throughout my experiences with Erin, she clearly advocates for equity in all she does – in her 
study of how picturebooks depict communities, how elements of design should be clearly and succinctly 
described so readers of all ages can appreciate and interpret artistic choices, and how to provide the best 
representations of diversity in all aspects of the field. I look forward to my continued work with Erin, as 
she continually pushes me, and so many others, to think outside the box. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bettie Parsons Barger, Ph.D. 
Department of Education Core, Chair 
Winthrop University 
143A Withers  
Rock Hill, SC 29733 
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