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Mike graduated from Kent State University after receiving his Bachelor 
of Architecture degree in 1981. He joined Onyx Creative (formerly 
Herschman Architects) in 1984 after answering an ad in his local 
newspaper that read “small design-oriented firm seeks graduate 
architect”, where he later was interviewed by Jerry Herschman and 
Jud Kline. He became President and partner of the firm in 2004 and 
has provided leadership and guidance since, while being directly 
involved with the recruitment and hiring of most of our current 
employees. He goes out of his way to create a welcoming workplace 
environment by greeting everyone he passes, sharing motivational 
phrases on Mondays (Mike’s Monday Motivation), and celebrates 
Fridays by bringing in donuts from his local donut shop. Mike is 
currently responsible for strategic planning, business development, 
and financial budgetary oversight on all projects, while also providing 
daily leadership and professional development for Onyx Creative’s 90+ 
employees. He serves as the lead liaison with commercial developers 
and retail clients, many becoming long term relationships.Mike Crislip
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• Being an active member in the mental health community of 
Lake County for more than twenty years, serving on the Board of 
Crossroads Health/New Directions. He has received numerous 
awards for his involvement.

• Sponsoring an Eagle Scout who is interested in architecture or 
engineering for a career every year for the past ten years.

• Participating in KSU’s Day of Service doing carpentry and repair at 
the Lake County Historical Society for the past five years.

• Being a volunteer fireman for Saybrook Township from 1979-1981.
• Donating professional services to numerous community projects 

throughout the life span of the firm including: Saint John School,  
Crossroads Health/New Directions, and the Cleveland Animal 
Protective League, among others.

A Short Bio

Awards & Merits AIA Ohio Involvement
Mike Crislip has been an AIA Ohio member since 1995, a total of 
26 years. He is active in the AIA Ohio community having attended 
almost all AIA Ohio conventions during the past ten years and many 
national AIA conventions. He has participated in firm leadership 
breakfasts and firm roundtable conversations.

Mike believes in the inspirational power 
of giving back to our community.
He is involved in the local community through several firm projects, 
educational institutions and non-profit organizations including: 
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Crossroads Health/New Directions provides a 
continuum of quality life-changing behavioral 
health services for children, adolescents, young 
adults and families. Our President, Mike Crislip, 
served numerous years as the chairman and 
president of Crossroads/New Directions Inc., 
ultimately working to improve the efficiency 
of the organizations by integrating both board 
of directors. Mike and Onyx Creative have 

Community Impact / Crossroads Health

Northeastern Ohio Pillar Award | 
Finalist for Non-Profit Board Executive of the Year

donated professional services and technology 
numerous times to the organization while also 
helping the agency purchase and self-develop 
their facility. Mike worked with Crossroads 
and Beacon Health in Lake County on another 
merger while donating professional services for 
their re-branding in 2020. He is currently serving 
as Board Chair on their board of directors.
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Community Impact / Crossroads Health, Cont.

Mike Crislip at the ribbon cutting for Crossroads’ Early Childhood Services building in 2009.

A painting Mike received from clients at Crossroads’ Early 
Childhood Services that is currently hanging in his office at 
Onyx Creative.
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Community Impact / Crossroads Health, Cont.

A photo of Mike’s Jack Miller 
Award for volunteerism that 
he received in 2006. The 
award was presented by The 
Lake County Alcohol, Drug 
Addiction and Mental Health 
Services Board (ADAMHS). 
This award “applauds the work 
of individuals whose generous 
contributions of time, energy 
and talent make an impact 
on clients and colleagues...
[Mike] demonstrates a selfless 
commitment through the 
dedication of his expertise to 
advise on architecture and 
design for a new home for 
Crossroads and the clients it 
serves”.

Mike Crislip celebrating his 2014 John Wolf Community Gratitude Award with Crossroads Health and Lake County 
ADAMHS board members. Here he is receiving Crossroads’ client artwork from CEO Mike Matoney.

Mike Crislip receiving the Board Citizen Award from 
Lake County ADAMHS and the Ohio Senate in 2014.

Mike Crislip at Crossroads Health’s ribbon cutting for their Oasis Garden project in 2017. Mike Crislip at Crossroads Health/New Directions’ 2017 Night Fore Movies 
fundraising event.
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St. John High School is a private, Catholic K-12 
school in Ashtabula, Ohio. Mike and the firm have 
provided volunteer services to help renovate an 
existing public grade school that was acquired 
and converted to a K-12 school. Services 
included design and construction documents for 
a cafeteria addition, interior improvements for 
two lab rooms, and the individual time painting 
and working on portions of the renovation. The 
firm later donated fees to design a new gym with 
classrooms (pictured right).

Mike was inducted into the school’s Hall of 
Fame in 2011. A scholarship named after Mike is 
awarded every year to a family in need.

Community Impact / Saint John School

Taken from the campaign magazine: “Sister Maureen Burke, Michael Crislip ‘76 and Larry Laurello ‘77 visit with Urban 
Meyer ‘82, head coach of The Ohio State University football team in his office. Larry and Michael have been instrumental 
in leading the process for the development of the Saybrook location of the school.”

“As architects, community 
activists, engineers, teachers, 
coaches, businessmen, and 
civic leaders, the Inductees 
of 2011 have insured that 
the mission of St. John High 
School and the Saints John & 
Paul School Community lives 
on well beyond the walls of 
the present buildings.”

The newly renovated gymnasium at Saint John School.
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Community Impact / Kent State University Community Impact / Boy Scouts of America

Boy Scouts of America prepares 
young people to make ethical and 
moral choices over their lifetimes by 
instilling values of trustworthiness, 
loyalty, helpfulness, courageousness, 
and kindness. Mike has sponsored 
an Eagle Scout who is interested in 
architecture or engineering for a career 
every year for the past ten years. 

Mike and fellow Onyx Creative employees at a KSU Career 
Fair in February 2019.

Onyx Creative and Mike have worked with 
Kent State University for more than 15 
years attending career fairs, supporting the 
student professional organization AIAS, 
participating in Firm Profile Nights, engaging 
in student design reviews, lectures, and intern 
employment, giving students a window into 
the professional world of architecture and 
design.

We’ve hosted students every year from the 
Leadership, Ethics and Office Management 
class for Mike Crislip and our CFO Carole 
Sanderson to discuss employment, benefits, 
operations, and management.

Mike also participates every year in KSU’s 
Alumni Day of Service, where he has done 
carpentry, window replacements and general 
repair at the Lake County Historical Society 
for the past five years.

In 2021, Mike collaborated with Jed Downs, 
from Cuhaci & Peterson, on The Jed and 
Mike Collaboration Scholarship. This 
$25,000 scholarship will be awarded to an 
architecture student enrolled full-time in the 
bachelor of science degree at KSU, in the spirit 
of Jed and Mike’s friendship to the individual 
who demonstrates his/her understanding of 
architectural collaboration. Applicants must 
write a creative essay featuring a story when 
they built a relationship that has enchanged 
them/their work, and how the end result was 
more successful because of it.

“We can measure the success of an 
architecture firm by their built work 
and how it stands the test of time, 
and to that end, Onyx Creative has 
many excellent examples. However, 
with Onyx Creative, we can measure 
their impact on the profession in 
generations as the next generation 
of young professionals enter the field 
ambitious, optimistic and prepared for 
their career. Not because of a teacher, 
telling them about it, but because they 
experienced it through the interactions, 
leadership, and mentoring of the team 
at Onyx Creative.”

- Peter Marks, AIA, Former educator at KSU
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Community Impact / Canstruction Cleveland-Akron Community Impact / Softball Coach

Canstruction® Cleveland-Akron is an 
event that Onyx Creative plans for and 
has hosted since 2005. Canstruction® is 
a design/build competition showcasing 
the Cleveland community’s creativity, 
while helping to stock the shelves of the 
Cleveland and Akron-Canton food banks. 
Local prominent architectural, engineering, 
planning, designs firms, and students 
mentored by these professionals, create 
phenomenal structures built entirely of 
food. At the close of the exhibition, all of 
the canned food used in these structures 
is donated to the food banks. Through 
donations and fundraising from 2005-

The Onyx Creative team can structure for the Heroes and Villains theme in 2019.

2019, we have provided the Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank with donations 
totaling $35,000 in addition to 341,684 
cans of food to help feed an estimate 
of more than 425,000 hungry people 
throughout Northeast Ohio! 

Mike and our CFO Carole Sanderson 
donate time for employees to plan for the 
event every year during working hours, 
while also donating the fees required 
to buy the cans for our own firm’s team 
structure. This upcoming event will be 
held at South Park Mall in Strongsville, 
Ohio in September 2021.

Mike was also a softball coach in the 
Concord and Mentor Girls Softball 
Leagues, where he provided leadership 
and motivation to his daughter Michaila 
and her teammates, for ten years.
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Letter of Support | AIA Cleveland Letter of Support | AIA Ohio
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Letter of Support | Crossroads Health/New Directions Letter of Support | Saint John School
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Letter of Support | Extended Housing Letter of Support | Forbes House


