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Monica Chadha, AIA, LEED AP, is founder and principal of Civic Projects Architecture, a Chicago-based 
practice with a social impact focus. Prior to starting her firm, she served as founding director of Impact 
Detroit and led project teams at Studio Gang and Ross Barney Architects, where she was integral to the 
design of award-winning, civic scale buildings. Her approach to design is highly participatory, going 
beyond architecture to engage in strategic planning, development, and revitalization. Civic Projects is 
engaged in a wide variety of work: including their collaboration with Ralph Appelbaum Associates on the 
Obama Presidential Center Museum and planning and design for GCE, a private nonprofit high school’s 
downtown campus. In 1996 she worked at the Vastu-Shilpa Foundation for Research & Studies in 
Environmental Design as a Research Associate in the Office of Balkrishna Doshi, on the development of 
housing prototypes for low-income communities. 

 

http://www.civic-projects.com/
http://www.civic-projects.com/process
http://www.civic-projects.com/obama-museum
http://www.civic-projects.com/gce-lab-school

