


 



 
 

A dynamic force in her career and community, Ms Erin Curley continuously contributes 
“beyond self” to improve the community, human condition, advocacy of the architecture 
profession and fight for a greater good. 
  
Her childhood community involvement has inspired her subsequent contributions through 
her career.  Demonstrating a commitment to bridging the gap between the architecture 
profession and the community, her professional involvement began as a board member 
with AIAS, during her time at Bowling Green State University.  She has remained involved 
in professional or community organizations, often multiple, since.  Currently serving as the 
President of the BGSU Architecture Advisory Board, AIA Toledo University Expo 
Coordinator and a board member for The Miracle League of Northwest Ohio, former 
board/committee positions include AIA Toledo, AIA Ohio, AIA OVR Convention, EPIC 
Toledo, United Way of Greater Toledo, SSOE, AIAS and National Society of Leadership & 
Success. 
 
She engages the community through volunteering, mentoring students, encouraging 
women to discover strength, speaking in panel discussions and enhancing the recognition 
of architects in the community.  Bringing first time programs and events to her local 
chapter, such as the Hip Hop Architecture Camp, Handlebar Architecture Tour, University 
Expo and an ARE Prep program, she has a way of connecting to people and helping 
connect people to their community.  
 
Throughout her career, she has provided over 4,000 hours of volunteer service, leading to 
the completion of the Sylvania Area Family Services addition and currently under 
construction, a concession facility for The Miracle League of Northwest Ohio benefiting 
those with special needs. 
 
Her commitment to creating positive impact in the community is demonstrated through a 
range of accolades received during her career.  Toledo 20 under 40 Award, AIA Ohio 
Presidential Citation, AIA Toledo Emerging Professional of the Year, AIA Toledo Citation 
Design Award, Jason Pettigrew Memorial ARE Scholarship and nomination for EPIC Toledo 
ICON Award and the BGSU Women of Distinction Award to name a few. 
 
A woman of compelling drive,  she founded Engage Studio Architects, LLC in October 
2019, with a desire to harness her variety of expertise to enhance her impact in the 
community.  In addition to firm ownership, she continuously strives to enhance her 
knowledge, as demonstrated by her diverse credentials and her current pursuit to achieve 
both a Master Plans Examiner Credential from the Ohio Board of Building Standards and a 
Master of Business Administration degree from Bowling Green State University. 
 
Erin spurs change and follows through with action with each endeavor she embraces, 
making her a true catalyst for the region and advocate for the architecture profession.  
Her engagement has helped shape our community through physical and social 
interactions, creating a new generation of dedicated voices and strong leaders.  
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June 7, 2020

AIA Ohio
17 South High Street
Suite 200
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Re: AIA Ohio Emerging Professional Award-2020

Dear AIA Ohio Board of Directors,

I have known Erin K. Curley, AIA for many years and am delighted to provide this letter of 
support for the consideration of her as this year’s AIA Ohio Emerging Professional.
2020 marks my 50th year in Toledo and over four decades as a member of AIA. Reflecting 
back on my career I can say, without hesitation, I have known few young architects who 
could match Erin’s energy and passion for exhibiting the value and heart of our profession 
while unselfishly giving back to her community and the AIA Toledo Chapter as a “servant 
leader”.
My only criticism of Erin is that her plate is always so full we have never been able to lure 
her talents to the Toledo Design Collective, NW Ohio’s only non-profit Community Design 
Center. As a member of our Board I am certain her contributions would be impactful to our 
commitment that thoughtful planning and urban design can make a positive quality of life 
difference.

Sincerely,
Paul R. Hollenbeck, AIA
Toledo Design Collective, Chair
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June 8, 2020

To: From:
AIA Ohio 
Emerging Professional 
Award Committee

Salim Elwazani, 
Ph.D., RA, AIA, Fulbright-Aalto University     Distinguished Chair
Professor, Department of Architecture & Environmental Design
Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio  43403 
Tel. 419.372.2155; iPhone: 419.601.0446; email: selwaza@bgsu.edu

Subject: A Letter of Support for Erin Curley

I am glad to write on behalf of Erin Curley in support of her nomination to the AIA Ohio Emerging Professional 
Award in the service category.  I am well familiar with Erin Curley’s progress, accomplishments, and 
involvement over the last nineteen years—since she first joined the BGSU architecture program. Erin 
exemplifies the high end of the AIA Ohio Emerging Professional Award candidates. Erin has demonstrated that 
through service to the Institute, the profession and the community, she promoted the value of architecture and 
design. 

Erin’s record clearly shows resolute personality and professional outlook that positioned her well to engage 
beyond the sphere of architectural practice. First in the family venturing into college, she showed a tenacity for 
both architectural preparation and professional advancement.  Determined to be an architect, she endured the 
challenge of going through the Master of Architecture Program at Lawrence Tech on a part-time basis 
commuting from the full-time job in Toledo area.  She exerted a clear impact on the productivity of the 
Sylvania, Ohio Architecture by Design firm.  My familiarity with the firm attests to her ten-year progressively 
leading role.  The responsibilities of now managing an architectural business of her own, Engage Studio 
Architects, has not slowed down her outward connections and service activities.

What adds to Erin’s distinction is the role of supporting the community at a variety of levels.  In terms of 
exerted efforts, impact, and recognition, Erin’s contributions surpassed those of most individuals who I know at 
her stage of growth. Mentioned in her exhibit, the public interest service activities Erin performed had 
influenced the public, the profession, and the architectural education.  For brevity, only an impact synopsis on 
each follows.  The value of her service to the AIA at the local, State, and national levels prompted positioning 
her as the Associate Director of the AIA-Toledo Chapter.  The leadership that Erin exercised for completing the 
Sylvania Area Family Services building endowed her with Legislative Proclamation from the Ohio House of 
Representatives in 2013. The support that Erin gives to the BGSU architecture program over the years 
underpins her election as the President of the Program Advisory Board.  Erin is a distinguished member of the 
architectural community in Northwest Ohio and she is destined to continue playing leadership roles in the 
profession and the community.  As an outstanding service candidate, I recommend her highly for the AIA Ohio 
EP Award.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Best, 

Salim Elwazani
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